After taking a journey through the early years and subsequent growth and development of The Journal of School Nursing in its first 25 years (Denehy, 2009) , in this editorial I will speculate on changes that may affect the Journal as it moves forward into its next 25 years. Over the last few decades, a number of school nurse leaders have looked to the future and shared their visions about what school nursing would be like in the future; however, none have speculated about the future of the Journal.
Currently, the publishing world is in turmoil and experiencing many changes as a number daily newspapers are merging, some are going bankrupt, and others are ceasing publication altogether. The reasons for this are numerous and complex, including economic difficulties related to the current economic climate, decreasing advertising revenue due to competing demands for the shrinking advertising dollar, but probably mostly due to declining subscriptions and sales, as readers move to other venues to get their news and entertainment. Magazine and book publishers are feeling the same pinch as many readers are turning to the library to view or check out print, audio, or video media during this economic downturn.
A major contributing factor is a new generation of readers who have different learning styles and preferences for the use of digital media rather than print media that has served as the model for the publication industry for decades. The explosive growth of numerous forms of technology have made it possible to read the daily newspaper online or to view streaming video or podcasts related to the news or a variety of other programming for entertainment, information, or educational purposes. Young adults not only feel comfortable with such technology, they have learned to navigate numerous electronic formats to access information quickly. This generation has come to expect content delivered with sound and attractive visual displays or action that not only tells the message but shows it clearly with action and in color. Publishers are now scrambling to develop electronic venues and innovative strategies that appeal to this new group of readers who no doubt will shape the publication industry in years to come.
Today publishers as well as schools and universities are looking to harness the ''Web 2.0 concept, which refers to Internet applications that allow for collaborations among users'' (Leadership Compass, 2008, http://staging.naesp.org/resources/1/ E-newsletter_PDFs/LCSum08.pdf). Leadership Compass describes today's students as ''technology natives,'' who are being educated by ''systems that are often set up and run by technology immigrants'' (p. 1). Today's teens and young adults have rapidly embraced and use the Internet to blog, wiki, chat, network with others through FaceBook, Twitter, and a myriad of other social networking sites, as well as to upload videos on MySpace or YouTube. Many prefer to watch television programs and movies on their computer or linked from their computer to a large screen. The use of Web 2.0 technologies for learning will require those in education and the publishing industry to explore ways to use these new technologies to enhance their present education/publication model or to move toward new models that meet the needs and demands of the next generation of learners/readers. What implications do these trends have for The Journal of School Nursing? Although I do not have a crystal ball, it is interesting to speculate on how these new technologies could be used by the Journal. The Journal has been online since August 2001, making all articles published accessible via the Internet to National Association of School Nurses' (NASN) members. From the editor's perspective, the Journal has gone from submission of hard five copies of each manuscript by mail to submitting manuscripts via an email attachment; articles sent to the publisher from the editor have moved from mailing hard copies and diskettes (remember those?), to sending articles via email attachment. With the move to SAGEtrack, a web-based manuscript submission and review program in November 2008, the publication process now is entirely web based from submission to production, using the latest technology.
In the future, there is the possibility of posting comments about articles published in the Journal as is currently done in many daily newspapers. Because the Journal is a scholarly forum, there is the potential of having a discussion about a particular article with the authors joining in to clarify information in the article, to explain the methodology used in a research study, to share examples of how the information presented in an article can be used in the practice setting, or to actually give demonstrations of particular procedures or programs. In one online newspaper that I read regularly, there have been occasional quick time videos to supplement information in the stories, such as interviews, portions of presentations by visiting speakers as well as coach's comments after a sporting event. One interview was with the student bookstore manager explaining how to access e-textbooks, which was causing difficulties for some students. When looking around at what is going on in the publishing world, I was taken by the many possibilities for using W-2 technologies alongside or integrated into online articles from the Journal.
With the widespread availability of technology, there is an opportunity for the Journal to move toward a more global focus. Although NASN has as its core goal to be the leading expert worldwide for school health services, there are only a small group of school nurses outside the United States who belong to the organization. This number needs to grow as more nurses from various regions of the world are finding and reading The Journal of School Nurses through various search engines and are seeing the Journal as a vehicle to publish their research. Although mailing a hard copy of the Journal to numerous overseas members is expensive, the online Journal makes extending membership beyond our borders a realistic and important strategy in meeting NASN's core goal of becoming a world leader. This July when School Nurse International holds its biennial conference in New Jersey is an ideal time to start encouraging school nurses from other countries to read and contribute to The Journal of School Nursing to promote global awareness and collaboration.
I also envision school nurses from different countries joining with researchers who have published in the Journal in replicating studies with populations from different countries and different cultures and discussing their collaboration from beginning to end in a Journal online forum. This not only builds our body of knowledge, it makes the process of doing research open to others, helping readers to better understand the process, while stimulating others to join in the process or to launch new research projects.
A particularly innovative model of professional publication is the Journal of Visualized Experiments (JoVE; http://www.jove.com), which ''is the first online video journal. Visualization through video is employed as a novel approach to scientific publishing to facilitate knowledge transfer and increase efficiency in life sciences. JoVE is indexed in PubMed and MEDLINE and has published nearly 300 video-articles describing experimental approaches in biology and medicine. Most of the articles are from laboratories at leading research institutions'' (http://www.scienceonline09.com/index. php/wiki/Moshe_Pritsker:_JoVE/). Readers report it is ''much easier to understand something when you can see the actual researchers showing step by step their complete protocol'' (http://scienceblogs.com/clock/2008/02/visualize_this_interview_ with.php). An example of a JoVE video is an entomology experiment that illustrates the potential of this publication platform is accessible at http://www.jove.com/index/Details.stp?ID¼888. Although nurses are less likely to engage in bench research such as seen in this video, this method of publishing research opens up new avenues to communicate information in the changing publication environment and might stimulate innovative ways to use this technology to promote knowledge development and dissemination in school nursing.
A final and important consideration in looking to the future of publishing is the GREEN movement. As you can imagine, publishing is a very paper-intensive endeavor from start to finish. Over the last few years, there have been efforts to use environmentally friendly paper and ink in the publication industry, often at the demand of consumers. Some newspapers and journals have gone to fewer publications per week or year, depending on the frequency of their publication cycle; however, this more is more likely a move based on the cost of publication and/or mailing rather than consideration for the environment. With the advent of online journals, libraries, for example, may not receive hard copies of many journals, which is a cost-saving, space-saving, and paper-saving move. The model of an electronic only copy for journals may be the wave of the future. On its Web site, the American Journal of Public Health is encouraging its members to help it go GREEN by converting their subscriptions to online only; for every 175 subscriptions converted, one tree will be saved (http://www.ajph.org).
The future of The Journal of School Nursing is literally at the end of our fingertips and on the screen in front of us. Today's school nurse technology immigrants will need to prepare themselves with skills and ideas to lead the next generation of school nurse technology natives into the future with innovative, interactive models to realize all the potential that is available to the Journal. The many technologies before us as well as those that have yet to be developed will provide many opportunities for change and growth as the Journal begins its next 25 years.
As the Journal moves forward, it is about to enter a new era. I will be retiring as the Executive Editor of The Journal of School Nursing the end of June. It has been my privilege to serve in this position for over 10 years. Being your editor has been an extraordinary professional and personal learning experience. There is great responsibility in shaping the specialty of school nursing through NASN's official publication. If I have challenged you to think about an issue or to see a problem in a new light-if I have spurned you to action or increased your competence as a school nurse-if I have provided you with articles that were readable and meaningful to your practice, I have done my job for it is these things that will promote the growth of the specialty of school nursing and enhance school nurses' ability to deliver evidence-based care, which will in turn promote the health and academic success of the children you serve.
NASN has selected Julia Muennich Cowell, PhD, RNC, FAAN, as the new Executive Editor. Julia is no stranger to The Journal of School Nursing as she has served two terms on the Editorial Advisory Board from 2003-2007, has been a reviewer for the Journal since 2001, and has also published in the Journal. She is professor Emeritus in Community, Systems, and Mental Health Nursing at Rush University in Chicago. The Journal is in good hands as Julia takes on the challenge of leading The Journal of School Nursing into a new era.
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